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Editorial

This issue of the Newsletter is mainly devoted
to the presentation of a collection of ephemera
of the kind one might find (if lucky) at a
garage sale, or an auction, or in the attic of an
old house (inside a curved-top, metal travelling
trunk still shakily cinched by parched leather
straps).

Our cache of ephemera was collected by the
Great Village Historial Society and largely
selected by two members of both that Society
and the Elizabeth Bishop Society of Nova
Scotia, Art Chisholm and Alan Bray. Beth
Amyot very kindly lent the copy of A.L.
Fraser's book which is also used in this
Newsletter. The pieces were chosen to present
Great Village as it was when Bishop was
young. They are as funny, serious, farcical,
ceremonious, anachronistic and as self-aware
as those poems, stories, letters and
autobiographical essays in which Bishop
reflected upon and used her experience of
Great Village.

We offer this ephemera (anything but
ephemeral) with minimal comment. Like the
poetry of Emily Dickinson, Bishop's work
suggests what each of us needs to lose and
find, whatever it may be, which has no
particular collective shape.

Peter Sanger

News and Information

Planning for the Symposium, " 'Division of

Sanger at email

the Heart': Elizabeth Bishop's Art of Place
and Memory," which will be held at Acadia
University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia,
September 24-27, 1998, is reaching its
penultimate stages. Over thirty papers have
been accepted for presentation. A list of
their topics, together with a program of the
Symposium, either accompanies this issue of
the Newsletter or will be mailed to
participants and members of the E.B.S.N.S.
very soon. The registration fees for general
participants are $75.00 (Canadian); for
seniors, $50.00; and for per diem
participants, $10 (lunch not included).
Students do not pay a fee.

There will also be an optional, separately
priced excursion to Great Village. Its
regisration fee is $150.00 (Canadian.) The
excursion wjll leave Wolfville, by bus, after
the Symposium ends at noon, Sunday,
September 27. The bus will travel from
Wolfville, to Kentville (home of Thomas
Haliburton and Sam Slick, the Clockmaker),
then go cross-countryside through Rawdon
(birthplace of Alden Nowlan), Kennetcook,
South Maitland (where there are signs of
Acadian settlement), and Old Barns to Truro.
After an overnight stay in Truro (included in
the price of registration), there will be a
guided tour of Great Village on September
28, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (free lunch
included), before the bus leaves for Halifax
Airport (arriving at 2:30 p.m.). Registration
forms for the tour will be circulated with the
rest of the Symposium's information.
Special queries may be directed to Peter
‘ address:
smurphy@cadmin.nsac.ns.ca
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Some Great Village Ephemera
Edited by Peter Sanger

(For Christmas, 1914, the Great Village
School, which Elizabeth Bishop was to attend
in 1916, published the first issue of a High
School Annual. It is a paper-bound
pamphlet, twenty pages in length,
ornamented with a fine cover-photograph of
the school, looking much as it does today.
Listed for teaching staff are Stanley L.
Fraser, Principal, Grades VIII, IX, X, XI;
Marion E. Lynch, Grades V, VI, VII; and
Isabel Moreash, Grades 1, II, III and IV.
The Annual's Editorial begins: "In making
this, our first issue of the High School
Annual, we have striven to give our readers
some ideas of the way our fore-fathers lived
and by so doing contrast their lives with our

”

own.

The Annual contains seven essays, followed
by three pages of advertisement placed by
local sponsors. We reprint what follows. A
caution: most of the historical information is
accurate, but not all. It is what the writers
knew in 1914.

One note of interest, William Boomer,

Bishop's maternal grandfather is mentioned
at the end of the first essay.)

Historical Sketch of Great Village
by Selina J. Corbet

Great Village, Colchester County, is situated

at the head of the tide waters of the Great’

Village River, which empties into Cobequid
Bay, an arm of the Bay of Fundy.

At the North are the sloping wooded foot-
hills of the Cobequid Mountain, and at the
South the rich alluvial marshes.. Great

Village has its river flowing at first rapidly
and then quietly through the meadows and
marshes with the willows on each side
presenting one of the most picturesque sights
in Nova Scotia. Its neat and well kept homes
show thrift and comfort.

The name given the country along the north
shore of the Cobequid Bay by the French,
was Cobequid; this included Great Village.
the largest settlement was at Masstown and
was called Cobequid Village.

The French were simple and industrious
people. Strong dykes were built along the
rivers and bays, to keep the tide from
swamping their villages. Mills were erected
on the rivers and brooks. The land was well
cultivated and "There the richest were poor
and the poorest lived in abundance."

In the month of September, 1755, three
vessels were seen coming up the Bay. One
stopped at Lower Cobequid and when the
remaining two sailed up the river to
Cobequid Village there was great excitement.
On the door of the chapel was a notice signed
by Lieut. Col. John Winslow, commanding
all men and boys in Cobequid to assemble in
the chapel at 3 p.m. on the third of
September.

After they had gathered in the chapel on the
required day, they were told that all their
property, animals, poultry, etc., were
forfeited to the Crown and that they,
themselves, were to be taken away.

On the fifth of September they all marched
down to the shore at high water, where the
women were waiting.  After they had
embarked the soldiers set fire to the villages,
and the few inhabitants that remained fled to
the woods and lived with the Indians.
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In 1755 after the expulsion of the Acadians,
about twenty families came from
Londonderry, Ireland to Ishgonish, now
Belmont, and gave it the name of their native
city, Londonderry. Shortly after the
settlement at Ishgonish some pilgrims who
were travelling through Londonderry looking
for a place to settle, stopped at Great Village
for a short time. One of the men when
looking at the beautiful hills and valleys said
"What a great village this would make", and
another said "That is true but we must see
more of the country before winter." When
they reached Folly, now Glenholme and saw
the quality of the soil, they said it would be
folly to remain there. This is the way in
which each place received its name.

After the departure of the French, the first
white man to remain in Great Village
through the winter was Peter MacLellan.
He, with a cow, spent the winter in a French
cellar. He married a native of Ishgonish and
built a house near where James H. Chisholm
now lives.

The exact date of the settlement of Great
Village is not known, but it is known that
there were quite a few settlers here in 1760.

Frank Layton, an Englishman, was one of
the first settlers. He was a blacksmith by
trade and settled where Ezra Layton's house
now stands and many of his descendants still
live on Layton's Hill.

The first iron foundry situated at the foot of
Peppard's pond, was owned by Peppards.
The second foundry owned by Peppards and
Smith was situated farther up the brook, and
the third foundry was that of Moffat Spencer,
now owned by G.W. Blaikie. The first grist
mill was owned by Peter MacLellan on the
river near where 1.B. McKim now lives.

Other industries at this time were ship-
building and lumbering. Iron ore was
trucked from Acadia Mines to the wharf,
also to Mahons Creek, thence shipped to St.
John. In 1820 David McLellan changed the
course of the river down at the marsh and
about the same time built a vessel which was
among the first built in Great Village.

Before there were any resident ministers in
Great Village the people walked to Folly to
church, in their bare feet until they came to
Curdy Creek; there they washed their feet
and put on their boots and stockings. Later
the people met to worship God, in the upper
story of A.W. McLellan's store, which stood
on the corner of the ship-yard road.

The first regular preacher was Mr. John
Brown, who preached his first sermon in
Great Village in 1796 and who died in 1848.
Before his death he was heard to say that of
all places in the world for settlement he
preferred America, and of all places in
America he preferred Londonderry. In 1845
the Presbyterians built a church, which was
burned in 1882. Then a new church, which
is still standing, was built in the place where
the old one stood. Meetings were held by
the Baptists in various places until the
building of the Baptist Church in 1856.

The first doctor in Great Village was Dr.
Henderson and the next was his son. Since
then we had had, Capt. Robert Dill, T.D.
Blaikie and now Angus Johnson.

The great Saxby tide visited Great Village
October 8th, 1869. The water was higher
than it ever was before or since. It covered
the road where Mr. Wm. Smith's mill now
stands and surrounded the house of Mr.
William Boomer.
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In 1889 there were eight buildings burned
between Mr. W.W. Peppard's and Miss A.
Spencer's. The first started in J.M. Blaikie's
store. The Post Office was one of the
buildings burned, it was again burned in
1894.

The first Councillors were Robert Forman
and Suther Spencer from 1879 to 1880. The
next ones were James Blaikie and J.H.
Morrison from 1881 to 1883. After this, the
district was divided; Suther Spencer being
the first Councillor for this section.

(The author of the next essay was related to
the family which ran Layton's General Store,
located next to William Boomer's house. The
store is familiar to many "Bishop" visitors to
Great Village during the last ten years or so
because of the hospitality of its recently
retired owners, Meredith and Robert Layton.
Eugene Layton eventually became University
Farrier and Professor of Farriery in the
Veterinary College of Cornell University.)

Agriculture
by Eugene Layton

This industry, now the most important one in
this section of the country, has received the
most attention since the decline of the ship
building.

The upland soil is a sandy loam with here

and there a tract or rich black mould which,

when drained, is our best land.

The dyked marsh land is very fertile when
ploughed and seeded, and yields timothy ard
- clover of the finest quality. When left in its
natural state it produces good hay for young

cattle. There are about 800 acres of dyked
land. Outside the dyke is a large tract of
about 150 acres which yields a coarse grass
and supplies the farmers with marsh mud,
much used for a fertilizer.

The grain usually proves a good crop, this
year being about 15,00 bushels. The grains
grown are oats, wheat, barley and
buckwheat.

The vegetables grown are potatoes, turnips,
carrots, parships, etc. The yield of potatoes
this year amounted to about 3000 bushels.
Some good varieties grown here are Clarks,
Early Rose and Early Puritans. The annual
yield of turnips is about 20,000 bushels, used
mostly for feed for cattle.

The most important fruits grown are apples,
pears and plums but not very much has been
done in this line. The best orchard, here, is
owned by Mr. Suther Spencer. This orchard
was planted by the Government for
experimental purposes. Mr. Spencer cared
for it for a certain number of years; at the
end of this time he became its possessor.
This orchard of 160 trees is doing fine and
we hope that before long some more of our
farmers will take an interest in fruit growing.
The small fruits grown are strawberries,
blackberries and raspberries.

The stock raising is an important branch of
this industry as cattle can be pastured for 5
months of the year. The different breeds are
Shorthorn, Ayrshire, Jersey, Holstein and
Guernsey. Mr. T.D. Blaikie has a herd of
15 pure bred Guernsey and several grade
cows. Dairying is carried on by some of the
farmers but the most of the milk is sold to
the Creamery. Outside of our local market
the most of our produce is sold in Truro and
Halifax.
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(That "song about the Roustains” in Bishop's
"Primer Class" -- "You can smell the fir on
me" -- comes to mind as one reads the
following essay.)

The Lumbering Industry
by Herbert Dill

Lumbering was one of the most popular
industries in the past season around here.

Last winter the trees were cut in the forest
and hauled to the mills where they were
sawed into boards for the American market
or into deals for the English market. This
work was done by 4 portable mills, each
employing about 8 men.

Some of the boards were shipped on cars
from Londonderry Station but the most of the
lumber was shipped, by means of small
schooners, from the Village Wharf or from
Mahon's Creek. Besides this a good deal
was used for building purposes in and around
the Village.

The following is a partial list of those who
took part in this industry and also the amount
sawn by each:

James Forbes 470 M.
Leonard Davison 400 "

James Peppard 200 "
William Smith 177 "
L.B. Carr 170 "
Hill Bros. 160 "
C.H. Crowe 110 "
Edwin Lewis 100 "
Robt. Chisholm 60 "

These, with some smaller cuts, bring the
total amount to over two million feet.

FEARENPEEEEEIM®

(Prosperity came to Great Village during the
nineteenth century not only because of
agriculture, lumbering and iron ore mining
and smelting operations a few miles distant
at Acadia Mines (later renamed Londonderry
Mines) but also because of shipbuilding. The
Jollowing essay is a shortened version of one
which appears in the Women's Institute
History of Great Village, published ca 1960.
The essay is anonymous.

Among other matters, the material in the
essay gives factual context to the rich and
complex  shipbuilding  and  shipping
civilization of nineteenth century Nova
Scotia, one which made parts of the "Boston
States, " the United Kingdom, South America,
Australia and China as familiar to the
seamen of Great Village as a walk to the
Great Village post office. Seen as part of
that context, Bishop's own voyages and years
abroad were not exceptional. Note the
presence of Robert Hutchinson, Bishop's
great grandfather, in the list of "Master
Mariners” at the end of the essay.)

Ship Building

While now a quiet well-to-do little farming
town, Great Village has a shipping history of
no mean import. That it exists today with its
cozy homes and rolling farms, is due to
shipping more than any other agency; not
only was Great Village an important port of
call, receiving large quantities of freight and
sending out many export cargoes, but here
was one of the largest ship building places to
be found. The history of ship building at the
Village dates back to 1817 when the first
vessel was put off the ways.
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There is a story that the first vessel built at
this place was a small schooner called
"Friday," that her keel was laid on Friday;
she was completed on a Friday, launched on
a Friday, was captured by the French while
sailing in French waters on Friday; the owner
and builder, David McLellan, son of Peter
McLellan was lodged in Jail on Friday, sworn
out on Friday and the vessel was wrecked on
Friday. This narrative was vouched for by
Mr. McLellan and we give it as copied from
Truro News, 1900.

The The "Friday" was built in 1820 but Great
Village had sent to sea three years previous
the 14 ton schooner built by John Bulong,
"Mary the Lively". The "Friday" was not
registered. We find the next registered vessel
built here was the schooner "Welcome" 12
tons burthen with D. Lowden as owner. Ship
building then lapsed until the 30's.

In the next period up until the 60's, about
thirteen schooners and two or three Brigs
were built. The next period 1860 to 1879,
eight schooners, nine Brigs and six Barques.

The 1860's started and ended slowly, but
though 1863-64-65, ship building reached a
peak never attained before or after in the
history of Great Village. During these years
at least six Schooners, five Brigs and two
Barques were completed. In these three years
also, John M. Blaikie got his start in ship
building. Blaikie, in partnership with A.W.
McLellan, W.E. McRobert and Captain

James Campbell, produced the 257 ton Brig

"Cleo” in 1863. In the early 70's Mr. Blaikie
and the Hon. A.W. McLellan produced 4
Barques, 2 Brigs and 2 Schooners. The first
was the 750 ton Barque "Wave King" valued
at $65,000 in 1872. This was followed by the
900 ton "Wave Queen" 1873; 'Barque
"Chieftain” 933 tons in 1874-75; Barque

"Monarch" 1200 tons in 1876; Brig "Peron"
1878; Schooner "Sovereign" 1250 tons 1879;
Barque "President” 916 tons 1881 and Brig
"Peerless" 316 tons in 1882.

The largest of these vessels were the
"Monarch" and the "Sovereign". The frame
work of the "Monarch" was brought to Great
Village from Memramcook, New Brunswick.
The Acadian French there used to turn out
fine vessel knees. The Captain of this Barque
was Harlan S. Corbett, a native of Great
Village, who sailed her for eleven years,
when she was wrecked. The crew was saved
but the Captain went down with the ship.

After this Mr. Blaikie went into the business
for himself. His first ship was the greatest of
all he had built; this was the 2000 ton Barque
"John M. Blaikie" which was the first four
masted Barque ever built in Canada. The
"John M. Blaikie" was completed in 1885 and
skippered by Captain David Faulkner, a
brother of the late Hon. George E. Faulkner
of Halifax. Captain Faulkner sailed this
barque the 10,264 miles from Montevideo to
New Castle, Australia in fifty days, a near
record for that time. In 1892 this ship,
valued at $85,000, ran into a reef in the
treacherous Strait of Malacca in the China
Sea. Many years afterward sailors from this
District saw the wreck of the "John M.
Blaikie" as she lay with broken back on the
reef. Mr. Joseph Geddes built a model of the
"John M. Blaikie" that was among the
exhibits at the Great London Exhibition in
1886, and it was exhibited at the World Fair
in Paris. Mr. Blaikie's last ship and the last
built in the Great Village Ship Yard was the
Schooner "Adelaide” 125 tons, 1891.
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In closing, let us cite a few novel parts of
shipbuilding in Great Village. In 1853 Robert
Jackson built the 32 ton Schooner "Dancing
Star" on Mount Pleasant and hauled it by 30
oxen over the snow to Rocky Ford, a distance
of two and a half miles. Captain Leonard
Baird built the 40 ton Schooner "Active" on
his father's farm in 1885 and hauled it on a
especially constructed cart by 20 oxen to Little
Dyke Beach, a distance of four miles.

At the launching of the "Adelaide" many
people were standing on the Marsh, west of
the ship yard. When the vessel took the water,
it created a tidal wave, sweeping them off their
feet and they had to be rescued.

Wherever one goes there can be encountered
Nova Scotian Mariners, and the finest tribute
that could be paid Nova Scotian seafarers is
that many of them are Masters of Vessels,
sailing many seas in many parts of the world.
One day in 1954, for instance, six ships from
foreign ports docked at the port of New York,
and four of them were commanded by Nova
Scotians.

Vessel Tonnage Year Owner
Built
Sch. Mary the Lively 14 1817 John Bullong
Sch. Welcome 12 1828 David Lowder
Brig. Susannah 162 1836 Thomas
Corbet et al
Brig. Brilliant 99 1839 Spencer
Sch. Walker 102 1840 John
Walker et al
Sch. Jane 75 1840 L. Martin
et al
Sch. Inverness 77 1841 Wm. Chisholm
Sch. Victoria 33 1842 James
Campbell
Sch. Bee 9 1841 James M.
Spencer
Sch. Freedom 50 1844 Jasper Oxner
Sch. Shannon 8 1845 Joseph
Geddes Sr.
Brig. Morning Star 1848 Capt. Dill
Sch. Phoebe Ellen 1848 Capt. Dill
Vesper 1848 - Alex. Fraser
British Queen 1848 ., Alex. Fraser
Sch. Algonia - 81 1850 John Vance

Sch. Carlew

Sch. Maid of Erin
Sch. Unicorn
Brig. Friendship

Sch. Dancing Star
Sch. Union

Brig. Dan'l Webster
Brig. Milo
Brig.

Brig.
Sch. H.C. Burke

Sch. Margaret Dill
Sch. Minerva

Brig. Joseph Weir
Brig. John Geddes
Ship

Brig. Surprise
Brig. Prince Alfred
Brig. Samuel G. Troop
Brig. Village Belle
Sch. Acadia

Sch. Cleo

Brig. Enterprise
Brig. J. Cummings
Brig. J.F. Spencer
Brig. Leo

Brig. W.A. Black

Brig. Adrio
Brig. Alert

Brig. Antecellon

Sch. Edith
Sch. Ellen

Brig. Magnet
Sch. Ocean Bird
Brig. Sarah Ellen
Brig. Cairo

Sch. Enterprise

Sch. Lion

" Brig. Rio

Brig. Eaolus

83

22

100

32
101

155

79

120
119

154

138
210
196

56
257
473
455
308
254
139

264
131

271

121
175

299

112

307

216

109

111

1858

1850

1850

1850

1853
1855

1853

1857

1856

1857
1858

1858
1859
1859
1859
1860
1861
1861
1861
1861
1862
1863
1863
1863
1863
1862
1863

1864
1864

1864

1864
1864

1861

1864

1864

1865

1865

1865

1866

1868

James
McColough
James
Morrison
Allan
McLellan
Capt. John
Mahon

Capt. Jackson
James Cook
et al

James
Campbell et al
James
Campbell et al
Vinton
Faulkner
F.M. Pearson
James
McColough
Robert Dill
T.D. Fletcher
F.M Pearson
John Geddes
Vinton
Faulkner
John

Weir et al
Barnabas
Higgins
George
McLellan
Peppard-
Mclean

John Geddes
John Geddes
F.M Pearson
John Geddes
J.F. Spencer
Robert
Faulkner
Geo. W.
McLean
A.W.McLellan
John M.
Blaikie

Dr. McRoberts
et al

S.D. Spencer
Joseph

Weir et al
John

Geddes et al
Joseph

Yuill

Robert
Faulkner et al
John

Geddes et al
James
Gourley et al
John
Chisholm et al
Robert
Faulkner
John

Geddes et al
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James A. Corbett Robert Dill
Isaac Fulton J.B. Hill
A. Johnson Wilbur Johnson
John Mahon Albert Mahon
David Murray Edward Spencer
Stuart Gould Isaac Gould

William Chisholm
Albro Chisholm
Luther Corbett

David Chisholm
Jacob Cummings
Harlan Corbett

Samuel Davison John Dill

J.J. Geddes Robert Hutchinson
William Johnson George McLellan
William Mahon Sr. Wiiliam Mahon Jr.
William Urquhart R.J. Turner

Brig. River Queen 1872 Robert
Faulkner
Brig. Bismark 1872 Robert
Faulkner
Brig. Romo 590 1873 George
Campbell
Brig. Wave King 850 1873 McLellan-
Blaikie
Brig. Harriet Upham 1874 Joseph
Upham
Brig. Wave Queen 900 1874 McLellan-
Blaikie
Brig. Joseph Howe 1874 J.F. Spencer
Sch. Lowan 1874 Capt. Wm.
Spencer
Brig. Modock 650 1874 George
A Fulton
Sch. A.W. McLellan AW,
McLellan
Sch. R.N.B. McLellan Alex. Fraser
Sch. Paran Alex. Fraser
Sch. Humming Bird R.B. Yuill
Sch. Londonderry G.N.
McLellan
Sch. Ruth G.N.
McLellan
Brig. G.W. Hall Alex Fraser
Sch. Active 40 1885 CyrusBaird
Sch. Colchester G.N.
McLellan
Brig. Chieftain 933 1876 McLellan-
Blaikie
Brig. Monarch 1200 1877 McLellan-
Blaikie
Ship Sovereign 1250 1879 McLellan-
Blaikie
Brig. President 916 1881 McLellan-
Blaikie
Brig. Peerless 316 1882 McLellan-
Blaikie
Ship John M. Blaikie 2000 1885 John M.
Blaikie
Sch. Adelaide 125 1891 John M.
Blaikie
Sch. Providence Capt. John
Mahon
Sch. Geo. Noble G.N.
MclLellan

Names of a Number of Master Mariners
of Great Village

"The Iron Men Who Sailed The Wooden

Ships”

Leonard Baird
Warren Baird
Wesley Baird
Marshall Baird

All of one family

John Barnes

John Congdon
Matthew Chisholm
Daniel Corbett

Alfred Gould

James Chisholm

Charles Chisholm .
- David Corbett

(The next and last essay to be taken from the
High School Annual, 1914-1915 was written
by Bishop's Aunt Mary, who appears in
"Primer Class": "... eleven or twelve years
older than me, who was in the last, or next-
to-last, year of the same school... She wore
White middy blouses with red or blue silk
ties, and her brown hair in a braid down her
back.” She was to go on to train as a nurse
at the Massachusetts General Hospital in
Boston.)

History of School
by Mary Boomer

The first school-house in Great Village was
built in 1832. It was situated in MTr.
Joseph's Yuill's field just across the road
from the house in which Mr. Victor Rushton
now lives. The valley in which this little log
school-house stood is still called "School-
house Hollow."

The second school-house was situated where
Capt. Albert Mahon's house now stands.
Thomas Delany was the first teacher.
Another teacher was Mr. Daniel Francis who
was a conscientious man and departed not
from the old saying "Spare the rod and spoil
the child."
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Next we find the school section divided, and
there were two school-houses built, one near
where Mr. Curry's house now stands and the
other at the corner of the road leading to
Mrs. (Capt.) James Corbett's. The scholars
from Highland Village and Spencer's Point
went to the lower school-house, and the
others came to the school-house in the
Village.

In 1871 school was held in the Town Hall.
One of the teachers at that time was Mr.
Pool, from Prince Edward Island.

In 1874 a new school-house, costing $2000,
was built, on the hill opposite the post office.
It had four rooms, one room up stairs and
three downstairs. The building was heated
by stoves. Some of the teachers were
Messrs. Denton, Huggins, Delaney and L.C.
Harlow. Mr. Huggins is now principal of
one of the schools in Halifax, and Mr.
Harlow is a member of the N.S.A.C. staff in
Truro.

The first four grades were the primary, three
in the intermediate and the last four in the
advanced department. One corner of the
upper room was set apart for the apparatus
for the teaching of physical science and
chemistry.

This building was condemned in 1903.
Work soon began on our present school-
house, which was completed in 1905. The

land was owned by W.W. Peppard and the

school-house cost $7000.

This school-house was situated in the centre
of the Village and in a very pretty locality
being near Mr. Peppard's mill pond, which
in the winter affords good skating. From the
upper windows there is a good view of the
Great Village River and the marshes. The
school-house is a square, two-story building,

painted white. It is well finished throughout,
the floors being of oiled hardwood. It has
four rooms, two on each floor. These are
well lighted and well ventilated.

On the second floor there is a small library
and a chemical laboratory, three of the rooms
are in use for class purposes, while the other
room is used for Manual Training and Basket
Ball.

The basement is concrete and is under the
entire building. The heating is done by two
large wood furnaces.

At the front of the school-house is a large
play-ground, while at the back is the school
garden and tool-house. A few years ago,
Mr. Shaw from the Agricultural College in
Truro, visited the school frequently and gave
lessons in Agriculture.

On some of the holidays large teams were
secured and an afternoon at the woods was
spent procuring trees and shrubs. Maple
trees were planted around the school ground
and a miniature forest at the back. Owing to
the severe winds from the north they did not
grow.

Some of the principals in the new school-
house have been Messrs. Huggins, Putnam,
Flemming, Shepherdson, Cameron,
Archibald, Moore and Misses McGregor and
Creelman. Mr. W.R. Campbell is the
Inspector.

Each year the Teacher's Institute from West
Colchester meets at the school-house which
is also an examination station. Since 1900
there have been forty teachers sent out from
our school to which we hope to add several
more this year.
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(Anyone who reads the Women's Institute
History of Great Village with Elizabeth
Bishop in mind must be intrigued by an entry
headed "The Literary Society.”
Unfortunately, it consists of only four short
paragraphs which speak of the Society's
formation "in the early 1900's" and of
fortnightly meetings held in members’ homes.
"A winter each was spent on Keats, Ruskin,
Mrs. Browning, Milton, Shakespeare, Dante,
and two winters on Browning and
Tennyson." As far as is now known, no
membership list has survived, and whether
any of Bishop's relatives belonged to the
Society is impossible to say. What is evident,
however, is that Bishop's poems do play
with, against or from a continuity of English
and American nineteenth century poetry as
members of The Literary Society would
probably have defined it. One thinks, for
example, of "Casabianca, " which plays with
and against Felicia Hemans' poem of the
same title, and of "The Gentleman of
Shalott," or of the juvenilia, "Behind Stowe, "
"To a Tree,” "Imber Nocturnus,” and "For
C.W.B."

The guiding light of "The Literary Society”
was the Reverend Alexander Louis Fraser
(1860-1935), who was minister of St. James
Presbyterian Church, located opposite the
home of Bishop's maternal grandparents. He
held that position between 1904 and 1914.
As Sandra Barry in her Archival Guide has
noted, Reverend Fraser published ten books
of poetry. The following poems are taken
from At Life's Windows, published in 1910
by the St. John Globe Publishing Company
Limited, St. John, New Brunswick. The
cover of the book is ornamented with a line-
drawing of a Grecian lyre. The title page
carries an epigraph from Shelley's A

Defence of Poetry: "Poetry purges from our
inward sight the film of familiarity which
obscures from us the wonder of our being."
The dedication page reads: "To the members
past and present of the Kristisophian Literary
Society of Great Village Nova Scotia.” The
book is divided into two parts, "Sonnets”
(twenty-six , including two addressed to Mark
Twain and Robert Browning) and "Other
Verses" (eighteen, including one addressed to
Robert Burns). Reverend's Fraser's poems
might be read while remembering these lines
from Bishop's "Poem”: "... how live, how
touching in detail/ - the little that we get for
free.”

Shadowed

What though thou hurry far and change thy name,
And seek to start anew 'neath foreign skies,

And overlay thy past with leaps of lies? —
Remember that this world is not the same

As it was once: 'tis smaller far, and blame

Is tracked by Justice with her eagle eyes —

Her retinue will take thee by surprise,

And thou be heralded a man of shame!

But if the arm of Law thou should'st evade,
From thy base self, ah, whither canst thou flee?
For o'er thy well-walled way shall fall the shade
Of Guilt to fill thy soul with misery;

And on thy shoulder shall Death's hand be laid,
When lo, at last, all masks shall fall from thee!

The Poet

The crowds pass on: with them he does not go,
But tarries to console a sobbing child;

Or treadeth softly where the violets blow

In some retreat; or is an hour beguiled

By Spring's first warbler; or he loves to gaze

At lambent lightning or at storm-swept skies;

Or to the Soul of things devotion pays;

Or with the World's birth-throes doth sympathize,

Each sound and sight is in his service pressed,
And lives in after years when mothers sing,
Within the twilight's haze, their babes to rest;
Or sacred temples with hosannas ring;

Or when dumb hearts find pain or joy expressed

Tn words beyond their own imagining.
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The Belated Bird

Thou tiny victim of the stealthy frost,

Why didst thou linger in this cruel clime,

When Nature told thee that the leaving time

Had come? Thy fellows called to thee and crossed
To fairer fields, -- unheeding, thou wast lost:
"Why hurry now? Why show anxiety?

Soft blows the wind; no fields could greener be" --
Thou didst delay, but O! at what a cost!

Thou foolish, feathered one -- unfortunate!

Art not unlike the man around whose head

The withered autumn leaves are falling fast;
Who recks not that the time is waxing late;

But finds, ere long, a frost o'er all things spread,
And that, alas, his day of grace is past!

Life

Amid the gloom of midnight
Merely a phantom-spark --
At most a span of daylight
Betwixt the dark and dark?

Or a bubble that rose and floated,
Then merged into the sea,
With nothing that denoted
Its continuity?

Ah! think not so: 'tis vaster --
Even day that never dies;
Or a seaward sail whose master
Seeks port 'neath sunny skies.

On Receiving the Picture of an
Old Church

No marvel that in ancient Jewish days
When Temple walls arose anew,

And the long silence yielded place to praise,
Tears should men's cheeks bedew.

For to a generation that was grey

That site had mem'ries manifold:

And though there dawned for them a brighter
day,

Who could forget the old?

And as 1 look on thee a pang is felt -
First sanctuary that I knew;

For oft within thy silences I knelt,
And from thee succour drew!

Though later splendour may surpass thee far,
And all thy lowliness reveal --

Still on life's stormy sea thou art a star
To many a sliding keel.

(The Great Village Historical Society has
made a collection of musical and theatrical
programs largely dating from the 1920's,
when Bishop was still frequently visiting her
maternal grandparents. They indicate what
a lively, self-sufficient, but extroverted
cultural life the Village then enjoyed. Where
possible, the following items have been
reproduced in facsimile, despite the
sometimes attendant loss of printing quality.)

B

GREAT VILLAGE, N. S,

Memorial Day Entertainment
MAY 24th, 1923

‘Mrs. Briggs of the Poultry Yard’

Masonic Hall, Eight o clock, p. m.

THE HUM PRINT 5HOP, TRUMNO. N. &
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~
GREAT VILLAGE, N. S.

Memorial Day Entertainment
MAY 24th, 1923

‘Mrs. Briggs of the Poultry Yard’

Masonic Hall, Eight o'clock, p. m.

b
CHARACTERS
O]
Mrs. Briggs, a woman of business.................. Harriet E. Carter
E [ Ralph. ..o Mr. R. A. Spencer
z Jimmy. ..o Mr. Russell Peppard
" Alvira ..o Mrs. Greta Blaikie Doyle
':Q Melissa.......... oo i e Miss Irma Geddes
Silas Green, a nearrelation................... Mr. Wendell Anderson
Mr. Lee, a wealthy neighbor.... ................... ... Mr. Delaney
Virginia Lee, hisdaughter .................... Mrs. Angus Fulmore
Daisy Thornton, her friend................... Miss Elizabeth Blaikie
Mrs. O'Connor, with no liking for goats .............. Miss Ruth Hill
Mandy Bates, whose tongue will stumble........ Miss Hazel Boomer
SYNOPSIS

ACT {.—Living Room in Mrs. Briggs’ Cottage — Summer
Time—*"Family Life.”

ACT 2.—Living Room—Winter—Christmas at Mrs. Briggs.

ACT 3.—Living Roomn—Summer—The Chicken Farm areality

“All's well that ends well.”

To-Night

THE GREAT VILLAGE
TENNIS CLUB

PRESENTS

“TEDDY, OR THE RUN-A-WAY”

CAST

Jean McLean, “Little Miss Fixit™”. ... ... Miss Annie MacLachlan
Mrs. Juniper, “A young wife’ .. Miss Erma Geddes
Victeria, “The Girl in the Taxi”. .. Mrs. Angus Fullmore
Texana, ‘“The Girl of the Golden West™ ... ... ... Miss Dorothy Merriam
M:x Juniper, ““The Perplexed Husband™........................... S. G. Merriam
Alonzo Willing, “The Fortune Hunter” ..Mr. Harold Geddes
Ted Keegan, “The Man on the Box’’ Frank Johnston
Jim Larabee, Sheriff Officer 666. . ..................................... R. A. Spencer
Two Deputy Sheriffs.................c..... Mr. C. L. Fillmore and J. F. Layton

SYNOPSIS

ACT 1
Living Room at Max Juniper’s house on Texas Ranch.—Springtime.
ACT 2
Same as Act 1. The Great Diamond Robbery.

ACT 3
Same as Acts 1 and 2. “The Thunderboli.”

Plact —The Tau Cross Ranch between San Antone and Houston, Texas.
Time—The present.
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; Spcc:alues between the Acts
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% SPECIALTIES >

End of Act I, Song, Golden Gate, Girls

End of Act II, High School Yell, Boys

End of Act 11, Song, 1 Axn t Nobody's Dar- :
lmg. All Players

BETWEEN ACTS I AVD 1L
Reading, Eva Rushton
Chorus, High School Girls
Piano Selet:'ion, Melinda Blaikie .

BE‘TWEEN ACTS 11 A\D III
Reading., Hazel Burer
Duet, Florence Keat and Sarah Blaikie
Selcction, High School Orchestra - ;
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Aunt Soplhronia
at (’anlege

Presented By the Students
of
GREAT VILLAGE HIGH SCHOOL

D. R. Pattoa. Pria.

CHARACTERS .
Eleanor D.Lancy....ccecevnennennnnns Mei:ada Blaikie
Hazel Ward..... g Hazel Bulmer .
Alice Miner... .Doris Hatfield

Marion Clark
Lucy Foster., .RuthHill

Mrs. O'Reilly, Servant, .Achsah Grabam
Miss Sophronia L. Fletcher........ FrancesMcCullough
Walter' Bronson(Aunt Sophronia).Albert Peppard
Peicy Longman(Ebenezer Spiggins).Grant Forbes
Fred Landers (Jerry Slocum)....... Bruce Chisholm
Ned Hollister (Hiram Podger).....Donald Patriquin
Prolessor Brownley.....cocuvuuennn.n s D. R. Patton

.Cassilda Chisholm_

ACT 1 A sitting room in a small college
ACT Il Ned's room in boys' dormitory early the
same evening
ACT IIl Sameas Act I. A few minutes later
Time The present

Great Village Yell!!!

Jarobo, Karabo,

Razzo, jazzo, marabo,
Jarabo, a-rab, a roebur,
Let'er go, G.V., leggo, sir,
G-R-E-A-T
V-I-L-L-A-G-E

Great Village

That's us.

ngrumme of

COMPETITION
FESTIVAL

¢ be held in

GREAT VILLAGE, Nova Scotia
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1922
Doors open at 1.30 Commence at 2.00

Admission 25 cents

(]

CHAIRMAN - W.R. Campbell, Esq., Trure
ADJUDICATORS - Prof. Douglas Baker, Rothesay, N.B.
D.Ro Hen&erson, ES‘I., Tru.ro
Prof. H.W. Sparrow, A.R.C.O., AT.C.L,,
ALS.C,, Trure

Executive Committee
DEBERT - Mrs. C.H. Barnhill, Mrs. O.L. Giles
GLENHOLME - Rev. Wm. MacDonald, Mr. J. Carrier
BASS RIVER - Mr. C.E. Baker, Mr. Wm. MacDonald
GREAT VILLAGE - Mrs. D.E. Mclaughlin, Miss A.FF.

Spencer

. 8

Object of the Festival

(3

The object of the festival is to stimulate interest
and encourage a healthy rivalry among our
choirs and to raise the general level
of musical taste.

The competitive movement is one of the greatest
social forces of the times. The value of such
competitions to the communities is so great
that they must never be allowed to lapse.

TEA

will be provided at 6 o'clock
in the basement of the Presbyterian church
at a charge of

25 CENTS

Evening Concert
at 8 o'clock » Admission 25¢

During the intermission the adjudicators will give their
reports and the awards will be presented.

SEC.-TREAS. - Miss A.F. Spencer, Great Village
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Afternoon Session at 2.00 O'clock

Details of Competition

Class A - Solo Singing Class D - Male Quartette
1. Miss Dell MacCulloch ........... (Debert) 15. Mr. S.G. Merriam, Mr. J.M. Johnson, Mr.
2. Miss A.F. Spencer ....... (Great Village) R.A. Spencer,
3. Mrs. Amos Geddes ..... (Great Village) Mr. F.A. Morash............. (Great Village)
4. Mr. C.E. Baker ................ (Bass River) 16. Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. C.E. Baker, Mr.
5. Mr. R.A. Spencer ........ (Great Village) Brennan, Mr. H. McLaughlin..(Bass River)
6. Miss Emma McCully.............. (Debert) 17. Mr. J. Carrier, Rev. Wm.MacDonald, Mr.
7. Miss E. Blaikie ............ (Great Village) S. Smith, Mr. 1. McElhinny....(Glenholme)
8. Mr. H.A. McLaughlin...... (Bass River)
9. Mr. F. Morash ............. (Great Village) Class E - Children's Choir
18. Choir or 14 voices ............ (Great Village)
Class B - Violin Playing 19. Choir of 10 voices .............. (Glenholme)
10. Miss Erma Hill ............ (Great Village) 20. Choir of 12 voices ............ .. (Bass River)
11 Mrs. CooK covvvviniiinnnnnnn. (Bass River)
Class F - Pianoforte Playing
Class C - Mixed Quartetie 21. Miss Eva Henderson............ (Bass River)
12. Mrs. A. McCulloch, Mrs. E. Cummings, 22. Edward Blanchard ............... (Glenholme)
Mrs. J.H. Lambourne, Mr. A. 23. Miss K. McCulloch ................. (Debert)
McCulloch ........cocoiviiiiiiin, (Debert) 25. Miss A. Cottam ..........ocenvnnnnnn (Debert)
13. Mrs. Lank, Miss C. McLaughlin, Mr. H. 26. Miss Avis Fulmore .................... (Debert)
McLaughlin, 27. Miss Franz Stevens ........... (Great Village)
Mr. W. McLaughlin ....... . (Debert) 28. Miss Ruth Hill ................ (Great Village)
14. Miss A. Spencer, Miss S. Johnson, 29. Miss M. Blaikie .............. (Great Village)
Mr. S. Merriam,
Mr. F.A. Morash ........... (Great Village) Class G - Choir Singing
30. Choir from Debert .
31. Choir from Glenholme.
32. Choir from Bass River.
33. Choir from Great Village
FARNEFRARNARNAEABRAEIABEEBR
(Conventionally, theatrical and musical telephone in 1914), and a Jeweller. Some

programs or school yearbooks conclude with
a list of local sponsors. We follow custom by
reproducing advertisements taken from the
Great Village High School Annual, 1914-
1915 and from the program of the Memorial

Day Entertainment given on May 24, 1923.

The range of sponsors appearing may be a
surprise to those who regard the nineteenth
and early twentieth century Great Village as
a primitive place. They include a Doctor of
Dental Surgery, a Medical Doctor, an
Hotelier (note, Elmonte House had a

names stand out among others: A.B. Boomer
(Bishop's "Uncle Neddy"); A.A. Hill Ltd., of
"Hill's store” in "In the Village"; and H.E.
Patriquin, Ice Cream, Wholesale and Retail.

It is intriging to speculate. We know
Gwendolyn Appletree of the memoir
"Gwendolyn” was really Gwendolyn

Patriquin. She dies of diabetes, "... if you bit
her... her pure-tinted complexion would taste
exactly like the icing-sugar Easter eggs...”
H.E. Patriquin was probably her brother.)
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=+ . BUSINESS DIRECTORY .. .. ..

‘A. B. BOOMER

TINSMITH

Is the agent for the Best' Range—the Celebrated
 Enterprise Monarch. ‘-

Full stock of other Stoves and Rangcs always on
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A. A. HILL, LIMITED
GENERAL MERCHANTS
A FU!.LUN!: or.
XMAS GOODS, CHOICE CANDIES
FRUITS, FANCY GOODS,: TOYS, DOLLS .
GAMES & NOVELTIES

.C. LAYTON & SONS, LTD.

DEALERSXN

Dry Goods, Mmlnery, Boots & Shoes. Crockery
& Glass Ware, Drugs, Grocerles
Hardware, Ete. i

School Books & Statlonery a Speclalty

D. W AN DERSON

MERCHANT TAILOR

Samples ot Suitings and Overcoatings always ’
. on hand . .

CALL AND SEE THEM -

_/*sasscsssssssssecsaas ‘g‘g“ss's“““s“‘\g

When consndenm the question of Fire Insurance
remember that I am anxlous to serve you. ¢

ANGUS JOHNSON:

. st esveeRee
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AGENT FOR-

NOVA SCOTIA HOME INSURANCE cCo.

ISAAC McKIM
GREAT VILIAGE; Nova Scﬁtla

Massey-Harris Farm lmplements of all Kingds
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co se e BUSINESS DIRECTORY

. ~REGISTERED GUERNSEYS AND |
" ©  YOUNG STOCK = . . ¢
f. TR 'mnsu_z - o ‘ §
T D BLAIKIE SR
GREAT VILLAGE ‘-f- =" . Nova Scotla |
RS g
f LoWow PEPPARD
LT ~ DEALER IN - ,.-
FLOUR 'FEED, FAMILY Gnobmmzs ‘
; - BOOTS, SHOES, RUBBERS, ETC,
@ ,
GREAT VILLAGE, .. Nova Scotla
i R S CARTER
" JEWELLER

Full Line of Jewelry A!wa;s In Stock

Repalr Worlc Promptly Attended to

X ELMONTE HOUSH

MRS. RALPH SMITH, Proprietress

All Modern Conveniences
Fine Sample Rooms
“First-Class Livery
' Telephone Communications

Nova Scotia
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'R PEEL DOHERTY, D. D. 8, -

* OFFICE HOURS 3.30 t012.00;1.30 te4 -

‘Thomas R. Johnson; M. D, C, M,

SURGEON

V Nova Scotia

e 2 2 S S E VN haa o 5 2 2 2 2 X ¥ ¥ Sy




Elizabeth Bishop Society of Nova Scotia

16 Spring, 1998

-

i. C. LAYTON & SONS, LTD.

Staple and Fancy Dry Goods.

H. E. PATRIQUIN

Ice Cream Wholesale and Retail

~

MRS. J. H. THOMPSON

Novelty Store and Lending Library

JOHNSCN’'S GARAGE

Accessories and Repairs

. E. MacLACHLAN
General Merchant

Groceries, Fruits and Dry Goods

ELMONTE HOUSE
The Up-to-Date Hotel

C. B. SPENCER
Harness Maker and dealer in supplies.

Rarbering a .Specialty

R. S. CARTER
Watchmaker and Jeweler

Dealer in Watches, Clocks and Silverware

J

\

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
Great Village, N. S.

Banking Conducted by Mail

A. A. HILL LTD.

Dealer in General Merchandise

A. B. BOOMER

Tinsmith

Hardware and Paints.  Milk Cans a Specialty
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