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THE ELIZABETH BISHOP SOCIETY OF NOVA SCOTIA
NEWSLETTER

The EBSNS was formed in 1994 to celebrate the life and work of the Poet Elizabeth Bishop. The society
seeks through various activities and projects, to promote the appreciation and study of Elizabeth Bishop,
as a Nova Scotia writer. The EBSNS publishes an annual newsletter and holds an AGM in Great Village
in June of each year. For more information about EBSNS and about membership, visit our website
www.elizabethbishop.org.

Editoral

We hope that the EBSNS can be indulged in a little self-congratulation. It isn’t every small, volunteer
organization that thrives for so long. For some considerable time, the society has made not only Nova
Scotians aware of the importance of the province to Elizabeth Bishop, and of Bishop to the province; but
the society has also connected to the wider literary world and shared Bishop’s deep bond to her Great
Village home with an eclectic global group of devoted readers of EB’s oeuvre.

2024 marks the 30" anniversary of the EBSNS. The society will acknowledge this milestone in a low-key
but, we hope, meaningful way in June in Great Village (see the details herein). The society is excited to be
able to gather again “In the Village” and celebrate our longevity and all the volunteers and members who
have supported the society, and remember those who are no longer with us.

With heavy hearts, the society marks the passing of Lois Bray, a co-founder and one of the longest
serving members of the EBSNS Board. Her contribution was significant and she will be greatly missed.

Interest in Elizabeth Bishop continues around the world. We note three important, recent developments in
these pages: at Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY; in Key West, Fl.; and in Glasgow, Scotland.

Some lovely Bishop treasures that belonged to Zilpha Linkletter, one of Bishop’s Nova Scotia friends,
turned up recently in N.S. We share a brief account of this exciting acquisition.

The EBSNS is grateful to all who have participated in and supported our work. We hope to see you at the
anniversary celebration in June.



http://www.elizabethbishop.org/

In Memoriam: Lois Bray

The EBSNS wishes to note the passing of Lois Bray, who died on 15 March 2024, at the age of 95. Lois
was a founding member of the society and served on the Board for decades. She was given a Life
Membership for her years of faithful and generous service. Lois and her husband, Alan Bray (who died in
2000 and who was the first president of the EBSNS), hosted many meetings and gatherings in their
welcoming home in Great Village. They were always gracious, engaged hosts and helped the EBSNS get
established on a solid foundation. Lois will be greatly missed. The EBSNS extends deepest sympathy to
Lois’s family and has made a donation in her memory to the Great Village Fire Brigade, which is marking
its centenary in 2025.

(L. to r., Sandra Barry, Meredith Layton, Lois Bray, founding members of the EBSNS at AGM 2019)

Elizabeth Bishop House in Key West

In 2019, the Key West Literary Seminar purchased the Elizabeth Bishop House in Key West, Florida
(https://www.kwls.org/bishop/). Since then, the organization has undertaken a major restoration of both
the house and the property. The KWLS moved its headquarters into the house in 2024 and has plans to
open up part of it to the public, in particular a memorial garden.

Histori Renovagion
the Elfzabeth Bisbop
House

(EB House in Key West. Photo by Brian Bartlett
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Elizabeth Bishop in Glasgow

June 2024 will see an Elizabeth Bishop symposium take place in Glasgow, Scotland
(https://baas.ac.uk/news-and-events/2023/11/elizabeth-bishop-glasgow-symposium/).

Of this gathering, the organizers write: The University of Glasgow, College of Arts & Humanities, is
delighted to welcome the 2024 Elizabeth Bishop Symposium to our beautiful, historic and friendly city.
Following on from similar events in Oxford, Paris and Sheffield, Elizabeth Bishop in Glasgow provides
an opportunity both to hear about recent and emerging work in Bishop Studies, and to consider Bishop s
writing in a Scottish Atlantic context — a legacy that helped to shape the history and culture of Great
Village, Nova Scotia, Bishop s maternal family home and her imaginative lodestone. Bishop was familiar
from childhood with the poetry of Robert Burns (and had editions of his work in her adult library), our
Symposium will consider the influence of Burns — and of other Scottish writers and artists — on Bishop's
writing. And it will ask, in turn, about Bishop s influence on her successors in Scotland up to the present
day. Confirmed speakers include Professor Langdon Hammer (Yale University) and Victoria Fox (Farrar,
Straus & Giroux). Elizabeth Bishop in Glasgow is open to anyone with an interest in Bishop s life, work
and reception, in modern poetry, in Scottish and American literature and culture, in the Scottish Atlantic
and in related fields. We welcome proposals for short papers (c. 20 minutes) or other forms of
participation on these and related themes.

(Ed. Note: It seems a shame, at least as far as we know, that no one from “New Scotland” will attend this
event, but stay tuned, on the EB100 blog in May, Sandra Barry will post a piece about Elizabeth Bishop
and Robert Burns (Scotland’s beloved and iconic poet), as a way to link, in a virtual manner, Nova Scotia
with the symposium.

Elizabeth Bishop’s Postcards Exhibit

In September 2023, Vassar College mounted an exhibit of “Elizabeth Bishop’s Postcards,” co-curated by
Jonathan Ellis and Susan Rosenbaum (https://vclibrary.vassarspaces.net/elizabeth-bishops-postcards-an-
exhibition/introduction-elizabeth-bishops-postcards).

This exciting and elegant exhibit received a lot of attention, garnering reviews in several literary journals
(https://www.ronslate.com/i-see-a-postman-everywhere-elizabeth-bishops-postcards/).

Sources tell us that this exhibit will go on tour and its first stop will likely be Key West, to coincide with
the official opening of the Elizabeth Bishop House, now owned and recently restored by the Key West
Literary Seminar (see separate item). Other places where the exhibit may go: the Sorbonne in Paris and
England (perhaps at Sheffield University).

The EBSNS would love to see the exhibit come to Nova Scotia. There are a number of Nova Scotia
postcards among the 40 included in the Vassar exhibit. Acadia University’s Bulmer Family archive also
holds a number of important Bishop postcards.

Vassar College produced an excellent catalogue of the exhibit (which we understand is sold out), a copy
of which has been deposited at the Acadia University Archives.
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EBSNS Fund-raising Raffle

The Elizabeth Bishop Society of Nova Scotia turns 30 this year. The society is holding a fund-raising
raffle, the proceeds of which will be used to cover the costs of our anniversary celebration taking place in
Great Village on 10-15 June 2024.

The Society is delighted to announce that the raffle prize is a beautiful painting of the Elizabeth Bishop
House in Great Village (see photo below), by well-known, Nova Scotia artist Susan Tooke (Susan Tooke
Visual & Media Arts).

Nova Scotia lottery regulations limit sale of raffle tickets to Nova Scotia. Tickets will be available
directly from EBSNS Board members in April. Tickets are $5.00 each (License No. AGD-337676-24).
There will be a limit of 200 tickets sold.

The draw will take place at the EBSNS AGM on Friday, 14 June 2024
at the Elizabeth Bishop House in Great Village.

dal Bore, Truro, Ne
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Celebrating EBSNS Longevity

The EBSNS was founded in 1994, so 2024 marks our 30th anniversary. The society will
celebrate this milestone with a few events in June.

Ever committed to introducing the children of Great Village to Elizabeth Bishop, the society has
arranged for Emma FitzGerald, the illustrator of 4 Pocket of Time: The Poetic Childhood of
Elizabeth Bishop, to give a workshop to the students at the Great Village School on Monday, 10
June.

it

(Emma FitzGerald talking about A Pocket of Time at the Elizabeth Bishop House)

The society will hold its Annual General Meeting on Friday, 14 June at 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.,
at the Elizabeth Bishop House in Great Village, followed by lunch at the church café. In the
afternoon, members of the Board will participate in a “Room by Verse” tour of the house (1:30-
3:00 p.m.).

On Saturday, 15 June, the society is holding two exciting events. In the morning (10:30 a.m. to
12:00 p.m.), Nova Scotia poet Brian Bartlett will give a talk about Elizabeth Bishop’s Key West
Houses, based on his January 2024 visit to Key West. Followed by light refreshments, including
anniversary cake.

In the afternoon (1:30-3:00 p.m.), British Columbia writer Leesa Dean will give a reading from
Filling Station, her novella in verse based on Bishop’s life in Brazil, published by Gaspereau
Press in 2022.




(Leesa Dean)

Other than the workshop, all events are free
and open to the public. Everyone is welcome.




Zilpha Linkletter’s Elizabeth Bishop Treasures

In May 2023, Zilpha Linkletter’s niece Leslie Pezzack of Halifax, N.S., contacted Sandra Barry about
material that belonged to her aunt, which related to Elizabeth Bishop. This material was sent to Sandra in
June and August, and she passed it on to Pat Townsend to be deposited at the Acadia University Archives.
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(Title page of Zilpha’s copy of North & South, with Bishop’s inscription. A first edition,
Zilpha would have acquired it in the 1940s, probably from Bishop herself.
The inscription was made in 1979, while Bishop was in Halifax receiving her honoray degree.)

Zilpha Jean Linkletter (1915-2001) was born in Summerside, P.E.I. She was the youngest of seven
children. Zilpha graduated from Dalhousie University and attended New York University in 1945-1946.
She had a long and accomplished career as an economist, administrator and senior civil servant in
Halifax, N.S., and sat on the Board of Governors of Dalhousie for many years. She was awarded an
Honourary Doctor of Laws degree from Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.S. She was also the recipient of
the A. Gordon Archibald Award for volunteerism in 1997.

Zilpha was a friend of Ella and Bligh DesBrisay, whose mother was Mrs. W.M.G. DesBrisay (Annie Pearl
Layton) of Great Village, N.S. The DesBrisays lived in Manhatten and on Long Island, NY, where Zilpha
visited while attending New York University. It was through the DesBrisays that she met Elizabeth
Bishop. They remained friends and in contact for the rest of Bishop’s life. Zilpha was one of the people at
Dalhousie University (along with Dr. Kraft von Maltzen) who put Bishop’s name forward for an honorary
degree, which was conferred on Bishop in May 1979.

Zilpha was contacted by Gary Fountain in 1988, who then interviewed her in Halifax for his book,
Remembering Elizabeth Bishop: An Oral Biography (1994). Sandra Barry contacted her in the mid-1990s
and included her in Elizabeth Bishop: An Archvial Guide to Her Life in Nova Scotia (1996).




