Elizabeth Bishop Society of Nova Scotia
Minutes of Annual General Meeting
20 June 2026, 1:30 p.m.
Elizabeth Bishop House, Great Village, N.S.

Sandra welcomed 18 members and guests to the EB House and the 2025 EBSNS AGM. She
noted that just before the meeting started she had given a brief, impromptu tour of the house to
Richard Caines, an EB fan with long-standing family ties to the village. He had done freelance
work for Bishop’s publisher Farrar, Straus, Giroux, including copy editing ONE ART, the first
volume of Bishop’s letters published in 1994. He had always wanted to see inside the house. He
certainly chose a busy day, as the house was filling up with society members and guests.

Sandra also noted the absence of one of the society’s most important members, Meredith Layton,
who had died on Wednesday, 17 June. Meredith was one of the founders of the society and her
death was a significant loss not only to the society, but also to the whole village. All assembled
agreed that Meredith, who never, ever missed an AGM, would want us to carry on with the
business at hand.

Rosaria Campbell read “Poem,” Bishop’s best known elegy for the village, which she noted was
also an appropriate homage to Meredith.

Business:

Sandra read the Minutes of the 2025 AGM. She moved the 2025 Minutes be accepted as read.
Second: Patti Miller. Approved.

Treasurer Joy Graham presented the Financial Report for the term 1 April 2025 to 31 March
2026. The balance in the EBSNS bank as of 31 March 2026 was $7,888.59. She noted that the
“Donations” line in the Credits: $8,279.79, included a gift from the disbanded Great Village
Historical Society of $4,999.79 and a $3,000 donation from an anonymous donor which the
EBSNS then immediately transferred to the Great Village Preservation Society to help with the
cost of putting the new metal roof on the EB House. The “Donations” line in the Debits:
$3,200.00, included that transfer for the house roof and the $200.00 donation to the Preservation
Society for our use of the house for the AGM in 2025. Joy noted that to date, income from the
sale of 30" anniversary booklets was $816.00.* After a bit more discussion about various income
and expenses items, Joy moved that the Financial Report be approved. Second: Rosaria
Campbell. Approved.

(*More funds from the sale of the booklets came in the day of the AGM.)

Joy noted that the money from the G.V. Historical Society was primarily intended to help with
the pergola insurance, an amount that would serve this purpose for several years. Joy then
distributed an update of income and expenses since 31 March 2026, which included the payment
of the insurance for the pergola ($729.00). The balance of the EBSNS bank account as of 20
June 2026: $7,172.82.



Joy then brought up the issue of additional signers for the bank account. Meredith had been one
of the signers since the founding of the society. In 2023, Patti Miller had agreed to be a signer,
but this addition had not been finalized with the bank. It was agreed that we needed not only two
signers, but also a third, and someone else in the village. Laura Schwarz agreed to be the third
signer. Sandra moved that in addition to Joy Graham and Patti Miller, whom the board had
selected as a signer in 2023, that Laura Schwarz be added as a third signer for the bank account.
Second: Barbara Bell. Approved.

Rosaria Campbell then stood and offered, on behalf of the society, a heartfelt thank you to Joy
for her steady and valuable service.

Sandra presented the Nominating Committee Report. The proposed slate of officers and board
for 2026-2027:

Executive

Pat Townsend — President
Laura Schwarz — Vice President
Sandra Barry — Secretary

Joy Graham — Treasurer

Board:

John Barnstead

Rosaria Campbell

Laurie Gunn

Lisa McCabe

Patti Miller (Past President)
Libby Schofield

Sandra asked if there were any nominations from the floor: Laura Schwarz nominated Brenda
Barry. Second: Joy Graham. Moved. Then Sandra moved the acceptance of the Nominating
Committee Report. Second: Rosaria Campbell. All heartily approved and warmly welcomed
Brenda.

Other Business:

In addition to the passing of Meredith Layton, Sandra noted the passing of Joy Graham’s
husband Percy Graham on 5 April, 2026, another significant loss for the village. Also, in March,
Cheryl MacRae died. She had been taking care of the EB House and her sudden passing was a
significant loss for the Preservation Society. It was decided that the EBSNS would make
donations in memory of Percy and Meredith to the Great Village Fire Brigade, and the society’s
usual donation for use of the EB House would be made in Cheryl’s memory to the Preservation
Society. Patti Miller moved that the society make two donations of $200 each in memory of
Percy and Meredith to the Fire Brigade and $100 to the Preservation Society in Cheryl’s
memory. Second: Laura Schwarz. Approved.



A lively discussion followed about the issue of how to spread word about the EB House and its
availability for artists in residence. Emma FitzGerald noted that Terry Francis, Cheryl MacRae’s
sister, was helping out with the house — engaging with artists and visitors and fielding booking
inquiries. It was concluded that the EBSNS needs to confirm who will be responsible in the long
term for administering the house and what the contact information is — and once that is
confirmed, if the Preservation Society would like the EBSNS’s help, the board can share the
contact information on its social media (website, blog, Facebook page, and through individual
networks). Joy said she would talk with Terry about what contact information the Preservation
Society will be using. The EBSNS board is keen to help in any way possible, but does not want
to assume anything until the Preservation Society confirms what is best.

Sandra noted that most of the 60 copies of the 30" anniversary fund-raising booklet had been
sold. There are a few copies left, one of which would be a door prize, another of which was
given gratis to the pre-meeting visitor Richard Caines. The remainder will be sold for $20.

Laura Schwarz gave an update about the Great Village School Art project. She reported that the
school has gone through a number of staff changes, including principals and secretaries, which
had put the Art project on hold. The current principal has just arrived and is getting familiar with
her job. The EBSNS was asked if it still stood by the artist names that it passed on to the school
in 2025. Laura told them that the society did. As it turned out, Emma FitzGerald, who had been
in residence at the EB House the week before the AGM, had done an art workshop with the
students at the school and made a connection with the new principal. We all agreed that Emma
would be an ideal person to return when the art project advanced. Laura will keep checking with
the school to see how this project proceeds.

Laura Schwarz also reported that the two large metal shipping containers sitting beside the
pergola on the property of the service station were put there for storage and perhaps for eventual
transportation of materials from the business, though she said just what will happen is not
something that anyone seems sure about, as this business has had some management changes
recently.

EB news in the world:

Sandra reported that the Elizabeth Bishop Postcards exhibit was currently at the Sorbonne in
Paris, and was part of a symposium that was held there in early June. The exhibit will be going to
Sheffield University, Sheffield, UK, in 2027. Sandra also noted that the Elizabeth Bishop House
in Key West, owned by the Key West Literary Seminar, recently won a significant conservation
award. Sandra also noted that in early June Margie Kinnaman of Little Rock, Arkansas, one of
Elizabeth Bishop’s first cousins once removed, visited Nova Scotia, including Great Village.
Margie is the granddaughter of Arthur and Mabel Bulmer. Her father was their son Billy Bulmer.
She was born in her grandparents’ house in 1941 and has vivid memories of her family and
relatives and the village. Sandra met with Margie at the archives at Acadia before she visited the
village with her son and granddaughter.

Rosaria Campbell observed that it would be nice for the EBSNS to do another event or activity
before the end of the year, perhaps sometime in the late summer or early fall. A discussion



followed about what sort of event or activity it could be. Maybe a reading. Emma FitzGerald
suggested she could lead a sketching workshop in and around the EB House. Indeed, a day could
be booked and several activities happen on the same day. There was some discussion about how
to make such a day also be a fund-raiser. Several people expressed an interest in continuing the
conversation. All agreed that the first step would be to book a day at the EB House and go from
there. Rosaria indicated that she would continue to have conversations with others about what is
possible and how to proceed.

As the business had concluded, the meeting was adjourned and those assembled partook of
refreshments supplied by board members, which included Joy’s fabulous carrot cake!

Just before the final event of the day, there was a draw for ten door prizes: Sandra describing
each of them and Laura pulling names out of the “hat.” Winners: Dick Akerman, Barbara Bell,
Rosaria Campbell, Joy Graham, Sandi MacLaughlan, Patti Miller, Brandon Schwarz, Laura
Schwarz, Linda Shears, Rita Wilson.

Guest Speaker:

What followed was a fascinating presentation by writer and illustrator Emma FitzGerald about
her most recent project: illustrations for Man in Motion: How Rick Hansen’s World Tour Helped
Break Down Barriers for People with Disabilities, written by Lorna Schultz Nicholson (Owlkids,
2026). Emma read the whole book, giving a behind the scenes look at her creative process. She
brought a crate containing her initial sketches and paintings and discussed the collaboration with
the publisher, editor and author. She kept everyone spellbound — and there was a lively Q&A.
Thank you to Emma for bringing us such a positive, uplifting story and how she helped to bring
it to the wider world. At the launch of the book in Vancouver in April, Emma was able to meet
Rick Hansen for the first time.



